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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed July 6, 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-3, 5-9, 11-16, and 18-20 under U.S. Patent No. 5488483 to 
Murayama in view of U.S. Patent No. 6195428 to Maruyama have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6614551 to Peek. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 -3, 5-9, 11-16, and 1 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5488483 to Murayama in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6614551 to Peek. 
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Regarding claim 1, Murayama disclose an image sending method comprising 
the steps of: 

selecting and setting a sending mode for sending image data from plural types of 
sending modes (column 5, lines 43-67; column 6, lines 1-22; Figure 6, step s23), the 
plural types of sending modes respectively relating to different transmission protocols 
(column 5, lines 38-42; column 5, lines 54-57, lines 63-65; column 6, lines 29-31, lines 
49-52); 

setting an image quality for the image data to be sent (Figure 6, s24, s29; column 5, 
lines 44-46, 51-53; column 6, lines 10-15, 32-35, 40-44, 61-65); 
selecting and setting a resolution corresponding to the selected image quality from 
range of applicable resolutions for the selected sending mode (In Figure 6, selecting the 
G4 mode in s23 results in two possible resolution (in step s25 and s27) depending on 
the quality selection in step s24 (column 5, lines 44-46, 51-53; column 6, lines 10-15, 
32-35, 40-44, 61-65); selecting the color mode results in different resolution selection 
depending on quality selection in s29 (column 6, lines 7-44; column 4, lines 15-55)); 
and 

sending the image data of the selected resolution by the selected sending mode 
(column 5, lines 54-57; column 6, lines 15-22). However Murayama does not disclose 
wherein the sending mode for sending image data is selected and set from the plural 
types of sending modes based on sending destination information which is inputted or 
selected by a user; 
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Peek discloses wherein the sending mode for sending image data is selected 
and set from the plural types of sending modes based on sending destination 
information which is inputted or selected by a user (column 6, lines 1-37). 

Murayama and Peek are combinable because they are in the similar problem 
area of image transmission. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the inputting method of Peek with the image communication 
system of Murayama to implement sending mode selection based on user input. 

The motivation to combine the reference is clear because the user can easily 
send images through different sending modes just by entering the destination data. 

Regarding claim 2, Murayama in view of Peek teach all the limitations of claim 1 . 
Further Murayama disclose the image sending method set forth in Claim 1, wherein: 
the resolution corresponding to the selected image quality is selected and set by 
referring to a resolution setting table which indicates correspondence between 

i) an index which is a single or plural indices of the image quality common to the plural 
types of sending modes and 

ii) a range of applicable resolutions of each sending mode (column 4, lines 12-55; 
"standard" "precision" setting and "G4" column 5, lines 59-60, column 6, lines 8-10; 
G4/Color mode). 

Regarding claim 3, Murayama in view of Peek disclose the image sending method 
set forth in Claim 2, wherein: 
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the image quality of the image data to be sent is set according to the index which is 
selected by a user from a plurality of displayed indices (Figure 2, reference 42; column 
3, lines 38-44). 

Regarding claim 5, Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of claim 
1. Further Murayama disclose the image sending method set forth in Claim 1, wherein: 
the image data is processed to match the selected resolution (column 5, lines 43-57). 

Regarding claim 7, Murayama disclose an image sending device comprising: 
sending mode setting means for selecting and setting a sending mode for sending 
image data from plural types of sending modes (column 5, lines 43-67; column 6, lines 
1-22; Figure 6, step s23), the plural types of sending modes respectively relating to 
different transmission protocols(column 5, lines 38-42; column 5, lines 54-57, lines 63- 
65; column 6, lines 29-31, lines 49-52); 

image quality setting means for setting an image quality for the image data to be sent 
(Figure 6, s24, s29; column 5, lines 44-46, 51-53; column 6, lines 10-15, 32-35, 40-44, 
61-65); and 

resolution setting means for selecting and setting a resolution corresponding to the 
image quality set by said image quality setting means, from a range of applicable 
resolutions for the sending mode set by said sending mode setting means (In Figure 6, 
selecting the G4 mode in s23 results in two possible resolution (in step s25 and s27) 
depending on the quality selection in step s24 (column 5, lines 44-46, 51-53; column 6, 
lines 10-15, 32-35, 40-44, 61-65); selecting the color mode results in different resolution 
selection depending on quality selection in s29 (column 6, lines 7-44; column 4, lines 
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15-55)). However Murayama does not disclose input means for enabling a user to input 
or select sending destination information and wherein said sending mode setting means 
selects and sets the sending mode based on the sending destination information 
inputted or selected through the input means. 

Peek discloses input means for enabling a user to input or select sending 
destination information and wherein said sending mode setting means selects and sets 
the sending mode based on the sending destination information inputted or selected 
through the input means (column 3, lines 36-46; column 5, lines 22-33; column 6, lines 
29-44). 

Murayama and Peek are combinable because they are in the similar problem 
area of image transmission. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the inputting method of Peek with the image communication 
system of Murayama to implement sending mode selection based on user input. 

The motivation to combine the reference is clear because Peek teaches that the 
system is convenient and saves time in operating a communication device (column 2, 
lines 12-15, lines 33-53). 

Regarding claim 8, Murayama in view of Peek teach all the limitations of claim 7. 
Further Murayama disclose the image sending device set forth in Claim 7 wherein : 
said resolution setting means refers to a resolution setting table which stores a range of 
applicable resolutions of each sending mode, with a corresponding index which is a 
single or plural indices of the image quality common to the plural types sending modes 
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(column 4, lines 12-55; "standard" "precision" setting and "G4" column 5, lines 59-60, 
column 6, lines 8-10; G4/Color mode; "standard" and "precision" is available for both 
sending mode G4/Color). 

Regarding claim 6, Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of claim 
1. Murayama discloses the image sending method set forth Claim 1, wherein: the image 
data is created by reading an image, so as to match selected resolution (column 2, lines 
63-67; column 5, lines 43-49). 

Regarding claim 12, Murayama in view of Peek teach all the limitations of claim 
7. Murayama discloses the image sending device set forth in Claim 7, further 
comprising: 

image reading means for reading an image based on the resolution set by the resolution 
setting means, so as to create image data (column 2, lines 63-67; column 5, lines 43- 
49). 

Regarding claim 9, Murayama in view of Peek teach all the limitations of claim 8. 
Further Murayama disclose the image sending device set forth in Claim 8, further 
comprising: 

display means for displaying the plural indices (column 3, lines 38-44; Figure 2, 42a, 
42b); and 

input means for enabling a user to input one of the plural indices (column 3, lines 38- 
44), 

wherein: 
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said image quality setting means sets the image quality according to the index which is 
inputted by the input means (column 5, lines 44-50). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of 
claim 7. Further Murayama discloses the image sending device set forth in Claim 7 
further comprising: 

image data processing means for processing the image data based on the resolution 
set by said resolution setting means, into a form suitable for the sending mode set by 
said sending mode setting means (column 5, lines 44-50, column 6, lines 25-31). 

Regarding claim 13, Murayama disclose an image sending device comprising: 
sending route setting section for selecting and setting a sending route from plural image 
sending routes (column 5, lines 35-67; column 6, lines 1-22; Figure 6, step s23); 
an image quality setting section for setting an image quality of sending image (Figure 6, 
s24, s29; column 5, lines 44-46, 51-53; column 6, lines 10-15, 32-35, 40-44, 61-65); 
processing contents setting section for setting processing contents which corresponds 
to the image sending route set by said sending route setting section 
and the image quality set by said image quality setting section (column 5, lines 43-67); 
an image processing section for processing the image to create the sending image 
based on the processing contents set by said processing contents setting section 
(column 2, lines 64-67; column 3, lines 1-9); and 

an image sending section for sending the sending image via the image sending route 
set by said sending route setting section (column 3, lines 10-14; column 5, lines 43-50; 
column 8-22). However Murayama does not disclose sending destination input section 
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for enabling a user to input or select sending destination information and wherein said 
sending route setting section selects and sets the sending route from the plural image 
sending routes based on the sending destination information inputted or selected 
through the sending destination input section. 

Peek discloses sending destination input section for enabling a user to input or 
select sending destination information and wherein said sending route setting section 
selects and sets the sending route from the plural image sending routes based on the 
sending destination information inputted or selected through the sending destination 
input section (column 3, lines 36-46; column 5, lines 22-33; column 6, lines 29-44). 

Murayama and Peek are combinable because they are in the similar problem 
area of image transmission. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the inputting method of Peek with the image communication 
system of Murayama to implement sending mode selection based on user input. 

The motivation to combine the reference is clear because Peek teaches that the 
system is convenient and saves time in operating a communication device (column 2, 
lines 12-15, lines 33-53). 

Regarding claim 14, Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of claim 
13. Further Murayama discloses the image sending device set forth in Claim 13, 
wherein: the image quality set by said image quality setting section is commonly used 
for the plural image sending routes (Figure 6, in s24 for G4 mode and in s29 for color 
mode, they both have selection for "standard" and "precision"). 
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Regarding claim 15, Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of claim 
14. Further Murayama discloses the image sending device set forth in Claim 14, further 
comprising: 

a storage section for storing a processing contents setting table which stores processing 
contents corresponding to each of the plural image sending routes and the image 
quality (column 4, lines 3-42). 

Regarding claim 16, Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of 
claim 15. Further Murayama disclose the image sending device set forth in Claim 15, 
further comprising: 

a display section for displaying the image quality which exists as plural image 
qualities (column 3, lines 38-44; Figure 2, 42a, 42b); and 

an input section for enabling a user to input one of the plural image qualities (column 3, 

lines 38-44), 

wherein: 

said image quality setting section selects and sets the image quality inputted through 
the input section (column 5, lines 44-50). 

Regarding claim 18, Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of 
claim 1 . Further Murayama discloses the image sending method set forth in claim 1 , 
wherein the plural types of sending modes include at least one of a facsimile mode, a 
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scan to email mode, and a scan to FTP mode (column 2, lines 52-55). 

Regarding claim 19, Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of 
claim 7. Further Murayama discloses the image sending device set forth in claim 7, 
wherein the plural types of sending modes include at least one of a facsimile mode, a 
scan to email mode, and a scan to FTP mode (column 2, lines 52-55). 

Regarding claim 20, Murayama in view of Peek teaches all the limitations of 
claim 13. Further Murayama discloses the image sending device set forth in claim 13, 
wherein the plural image sending routes include at least one of a telephone line, the 
Internet, an intranet, an extranet, CON, COM, LAN, ISDN, VAN, CATV, VPN, a 
telephone line network, a mobile network, and a satellite network (column 4, lines 61- 
64). , 



Other Prior Art Cited 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0061805 A1 to Shibamiya et al 
disclose image communication system. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beniyam Menberu whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7465. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571) 272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-2600. The group receptionist number for TC 2600 is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov/> . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Patent Examiner 

Beniyam Menberu 

07/26/2007 




